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Configuration Instructions
for

Using Mac TextEdit with HTML and Java Files

Updated April, 2017

If you are using a Mac computer to write HTML or Java code, you will need to make one or more simple
changes to the configuration of the TextEdit program. The following instructions will demonstrate how to

make these changes.

1. Ensure TextEdit opens HTML files as code instead of the formatted web page (Web Design)
2. Ensure TextEdit does not auto-replace straight quotes with smart quotes (Web Design and Java)

Web Design Students — Open Files as HTML Code

Ensure TextEdit opens HTML files as code instead of the formatted web page

Once you open the TextEdit software, you will need to access the

“Preferences” menu. To do this, click on the “TextEdit” menu at the top of About TextEdit

the screen and then choose “Preferences” from the drop-down menu. Preferences... 3,
Services >
At this point, the preferences screen will appear. Click on the “Open and Hide TextEdit  $H
e.0.0 T — Save” tab at Hide Others “C#H
the top of the
New Document screen o Quit TextEdit  3Q
wh ing a File: .
L Jpenng el display the
[I:c_lﬁ Display HTML files as HTML code instead of formatted text I ] ) ) )
Display RTF files as RTF code instead of formatted text options tor opening and saving tiles in the

When Saving a File: program.

™ Add =.txt” extension to plain text files
You will want to make sure there is a check

Openisig fles: [ Autommic mark in the box labeled “Display HTML

Saving files: Unicode (UTF-8) . files as HTML code instead of formatted

Plain Text File Encoding

text”. Once that is complete, exit the
HTML Saving Options

Document type: | HTML 4.01 Strict Preferences screen.

Styling: Embedded C55
Encoding Unicode (UTF-8) If your HTML file did not automatically
i Preserve white space switch to HTML COdC, exit the TextEdit

program and attempt to open the file again.
Restore All Defaults
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Remember you can open the file by locating it in the Finder program, right-clicking on the file and

choosing “Open with = TextEdit” from the menu.

" &5 Safari (default)

Move to Trash i Adobe Dreamweaver CS6

Cet Info

You should now see your HTML code in the TextEdit program:

e 0o \#| burrowing_owl.html
<IDOCTYPE html PUBLIC "-//W3C//DTD XHTML 1.8 Strict//EN" "http://www.w3.org/TR/xhtml1/0TD/
xhtmll-strict.dtd">

<heads>

«titlesRaptors: Burrowing Owle/titles

<meta http-equiv="Content-Type" content="text/html;charset=utf-g" />

<fiéta name="description" content="Burrowing Owl" />

<meta name="keywords"” content="bird, feathered hunters, birds of prey, owl, eagle" />

=meta name="rating" content="general" />
«link href="SiteStyle/global.css" rel="stylesheet" types"text/fcss" />
</head>

<body>
<div id="edges">

=3 id="top"></a>

<div id="banner"s>

<hl=Raptors</hl>
=h2=Exploring The World of Flying Hunters</h2>
<fdive<!—— end of banner —--=

=div id="main_content">
zhl=Burrowing Qwl=/hl=

If you are running Mac OSX Maverick or later, please also continue to the next section!

http://www.CompuScholar.com Page 2



http://www.compuscholar.com/

Copyright 2013 - 2017 by CompuScholar, Inc.

Web Design and Java Students — Disable Smart Quotes

Ensure TextEdit does not auto-replace your straight quotes with smart quotes

Smatt or cutly quotes ( ¢ ) will not work in HTML or Java code! You must use straight quotes (" )!
Similarly, other type of fancy characters that are auto-inserted on your behalf when you type plain

characters must be avoided.

If you are running Mac OSX Maverick or later versions, you will need to ensure that TextEdit does not

auto-insert smart (cutly) quotes and dashes when you type in normal, straight quotes and dashes.

Once you open the TextEdit software, you will need to access the About TextEdit
“Preferences” menu. To do this, click on the “TextEdit” menu at the top of Preferences... 9

the screen and then choose “Preferences” from the drop-down menu. Serv .
ervices

Hide TextEdit #¥H
Hide Others "“C3H

SI' ow A
800 foefioegces Quit TextEdit  %Q
| Open and Save | . . .
e At this point, the preferences screen will appear.
0
Wse the Format menu to choose settings for an open document. Click on the “New Document” tab at the top of
Rich text Wrap vo page . .
@ Phain text the screen to display the options for new files.
Window Size
Width: (80 | characters You will want to make sure there is NO check
Height: | 30 lirbes,

mark in the boxes labeled “Smart Quotes” and

Font . .
“Smart Dashes”. Once that is complete, exit the

Plain vext font: | Change... | Menlo Regular 11
Rich text font: | Change... | Helvetica 12 Preferences screen.
Properties

Docurment properties are saved only with rich text files, Choose
File > Show Properties to change the properties for an open
document,

Author:
Organization:
Copyright:
Oprions

 Check spelling as you type Smart com
Check grammar with spelling

™ Correct spelling automatically Smart dashes

[ Shew ruler SArT links
Data detectors lﬁ Text replacemnent

Restore All Defaults

http://www.CompuScholar.com Page 3



http://www.compuscholar.com/

Copyright 2013 - 2017 by CompuScholar, Inc.

You will also need to make a change to the “Edit Substitutions” menu. To do this, click on the “Edit”

menu at the top of the screen and then choose “Substitutions”. Make sure there is NO check mark in front

of the “Smart Quotes” and “Smart Dashes” options.

Find >
Spelling and Grammar >

BT Show Substitutions

Transformations [

Speech » Y.Smart Copy/Paste
Smart Quotes

Start Dictation... Smart Dashes

Special Characters... ~ ¥ Space mart Links
' Data Detectors

v Text Replacement

If you have already opened and edited an HTML or Java source file in TextEdit, this will not automatically

change any existing smart (curly) quotes into straight quotes. You can delete and re-type any curly quotes

or double-dashes in your code once your settings are corrected.
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