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Configuration Instructions 
for 

Using Mac TextEdit with HTML and Java Files 

Updated April, 2017 

If you are using a Mac computer to write HTML or Java code, you will need to make one or more simple 
changes to the configuration of the TextEdit program. The following instructions will demonstrate how to 
make these changes. 
 

1. Ensure TextEdit opens HTML files as code instead of the formatted web page (Web Design) 
2. Ensure TextEdit does not auto-replace straight quotes with smart quotes (Web Design and Java) 

Web Design Students – Open Files as HTML Code 

Ensure TextEdit opens HTML files as code instead of the formatted web page 

Once you open the TextEdit software, you will need to access the 
“Preferences” menu. To do this, click on the “TextEdit” menu at the top of 
the screen and then choose “Preferences” from the drop-down menu. 
 
At this point, the preferences screen will appear. Click on the “Open and 

Save” tab at 
the top of the 
screen to 
display the 
options for opening and saving files in the 
program.  
 
You will want to make sure there is a check 
mark in the box labeled “Display HTML 
files as HTML code instead of formatted 
text”. Once that is complete, exit the 
Preferences screen.  
 
If your HTML file did not automatically 
switch to HTML code, exit the TextEdit 
program and attempt to open the file again.  
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Remember you can open the file by locating it in the Finder program, right-clicking on the file and 
choosing “Open with  TextEdit” from the menu. 

 

 
 
You should now see your HTML code in the TextEdit program: 
 

 
 

If you are running Mac OSX Maverick or later, please also continue to the next section! 
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Web Design and Java Students – Disable Smart Quotes 

Ensure TextEdit does not auto-replace your straight quotes with smart quotes 

Smart or curly quotes ( “ ) will not work in HTML or Java code! You must use straight quotes ( ″ )!  
Similarly, other type of fancy characters that are auto-inserted on your behalf when you type plain 
characters must be avoided. 
 
If you are running Mac OSX Maverick or later versions, you will need to ensure that TextEdit does not 
auto-insert smart (curly) quotes and dashes when you type in normal, straight quotes and dashes.   
 
Once you open the TextEdit software, you will need to access the 
“Preferences” menu. To do this, click on the “TextEdit” menu at the top of 
the screen and then choose “Preferences” from the drop-down menu. 
 
 
 

 
 
At this point, the preferences screen will appear. 
Click on the “New Document” tab at the top of 
the screen to display the options for new files.  
 
You will want to make sure there is NO check 
mark in the boxes labeled “Smart Quotes” and 
“Smart Dashes”. Once that is complete, exit the 
Preferences screen.  
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You will also need to make a change to the “Edit Substitutions” menu. To do this, click on the “Edit” 
menu at the top of the screen and then choose “Substitutions”. Make sure there is NO check mark in front 
of the “Smart Quotes” and “Smart Dashes” options. 
 

 
 
If you have already opened and edited an HTML or Java source file in TextEdit, this will not automatically 
change any existing smart (curly) quotes into straight quotes. You can delete and re-type any curly quotes 
or double-dashes in your code once your settings are corrected. 
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